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ARGUMENTS Tao SCRIPTURE, 
FOR AND AGAINST 
THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE, 


AS STATED IN A SERIES OF, LETTERS, LATELY 
PUBLISHED IN THE GLASGOW COURIER. 


HE 


To the Editor of the Glaſgow Courier. 
1 | . | | 
Ne mpartiotity on the ſubjeC of the Slave Trade, 
1 has increaſed the number of your friends: it is a 
ſubject not yet underſtood—nor will I preſume to enter 
into it, farther than to recommend moderation in ſenti- 
ment and expreſſion. 1 know no way of doing this, 
more effectually, than by relating what follows. | 
When God gave a law to Iſrael, it did not contain an 
unqualified Abolition of the Slave Trade, but the following 
regulation of it, Lev. xxv. 44. © Both thy bond-men, and 
« thy bond-maids, which thou /all have, of the heathen, 
that are round about you; of them ſhall ye buy bond- 
«© men and bond-maids.?” Verſe 45. Moreover, of the 
« children of the ſtrangers that do ſojourn among you, 
4c of them hall ye buy, and of their families that are with 
« you, which they begat in your land, and they ſhall be 
c your pon. —Verſe 46. And ye ſhall take them 
&« for an znheritance to your children after you, to inherit 
te them for a poſſeſſion, they ſhall be your bortd-men 
& for ever. 1 5 | | 
=| . FRUS SAIFH FHE- ZORODEF 1. 
7 The Slave Trade © is founded in cruelty and injuſtice,” 
ö it is “ ſhocking to m— and ſubverſive of the rights 


- 


[© 4 
<« and enjoyments of mankind. The Preſbytery have 
an © utter abhorrence of a Trade, deſtructive of every mo- 
ral, and religious, obligation.” They accordingly pe- 
tition © for the complete and unqualiſiad Abolition.“ 


- THUS SAITH THE PRESBYTERY OF GLASGOV. 


Matt. xviii. 2 3. Therefore is the kingdom of Heaven 
& hkened unto a certain king which would take account 
« of his ſervants, Verſe 24. And when he had begun 
« to reckon, one was brought unto him which owed him 
<« ten thouſand talents;? Verſe 25. But, foraſmuch as 
« he had not to pay, his lord commaaded him to be ſold, 
_ & and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and pay- 
« ment to be made!” | 5 5 
Query. Was it the opinion of the Saviour of the world, 
that, if this king, to whom the kingdom of Heaven is 
| likened, had done, what he commanded to be done, he 
would have acted in a manner crue/ and unju/?—ſhocking 
to humanity—ſubverfive of the rights of mankind—of 
every moral and religious obligation? 

The Preſbytery of Glaſgow muſt ſay, that ſuch was 
the opinion of their - | 
MASTER, 
| "my 
They muſt renounce their own. _ 
SENEX. 


- 


— —— — | a . - h | : d a ; 2 
To the Editor of the Glaſgow Courier. = 
81 R, „ . 
1 Thank you for your impartiality in inſerting in your 
laſt Courier, the ſhort parallel betwixt the doctrine of 
our Reverend Preſbytery, and that of their MASTER, on 
the ſubje& of the SL ALR Traps. That parallel has had 
its effect: and you, Sir, have ſerved your country. We 
ſhall hear no more of the Injuſtice, Immorality, and IXRE- 


LIG10N of this branch of our national commerce; at leaſt 
from EccLts14sTiICKs. | z ä 


T2 
I am an enemy, by the Lump, Sir, to theſe new fangled 
ſpeculations, by which a vain and preſumptuous philoſo- 
phy is now endeavouring to unhinge the reaſon and feel 
ings of men, and to ſet them againſt good old Principles, 
and ſound Pradice. They are pregnant with miſchief+ 
Having diſpatched one claſs of theſe Theorifts, I ſhall now 
proceed to another, whoſe ſenſeleſs gabble has, of late, be- 
gun to annoy the ſober and modeſt Chriſtian, who is 
willing to reſt ſatisfied with that order of hings which 
nis Maxes has thought fit to fix. The Theoriſts I 
allude to are thoſe, Sir, whoſe enlightened views, and fine 
feelings, have declared war with wax itſelf, and who have 
determined to aboliſh it from THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 
Here alſo let the Sacred Record ſpeak, and filence the 
preſumption of mans „ 1 
When God by his prophet Sa Mu, delivered to Saul, 
his charge concerning the AMALEKITES, it did not con- 
tain an injunction for an unqualified abolition of war, with 
that people, but the following REGULATION of it. 
I Sam. xv. 3. Now go and ſmite Amaleb, and utterly 
<« deſtroy all that they have, /pare them not; but ſlay both 
« Man and Woman, Ix ANT and SUCKLING, Ox and 
& Sheep, Camel and Aſs.” : 1 
THUS SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. 
| Numb. xxxi. 14. And Moſes was wroth with the 
ce officers of the Hoſt . . . . which came from the Battle.“ 
Verſe 15. And Moſes ſaid unto them Have ye ſaved all 
& the Women alive.” Verſe 17. Now therefore KILL 
„ EVERY MALE among the little ones, and Kill every Woman 
ce that hath known man by lying with him.” Verſe 18. 
Hut all the Women that have not known a man by lying 
e with him, KEEP ALIVE FOR YOURSELVES.” . 
WHAT SAITH THE PRESBYTERY OF GLASGOW HERE? 


We know what fine things the NaTionaL ASSEMBLY 
of France have ſaid in their BisLE, on the ſubject: and 
we know what 9her DE1sTs, near home, 3 
WILL ALSO SAY, 
| IF IR . 
THEY DARE! | — T1 


* 8 


SENEx Secundus, 
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To the Edi tor of the Glaſgow Courier. 


81 R. 


YouR paper hath not only W e to the . 
much uſeful information reſpecting the African 
Slave Trade, but hath been ſtrongly marked with impar- 


tiality and candour in the communication of very differ- 
ent and oppoſite ſentiments on that ſubject. If you are 


ſtill pleaſed to keep your Paper open for ſuch OR 
I requeſt a place in it for a few remarks. 

Of all the friends of that trade, who have come for- 
ward, none ftruck me with more aſtoniſhment than your 
correſpondent Senex. When I firſt looked at his ſigna- 


ture, I ſaid within myſelf „ days ſhould ſpeak, and 
& multitude of years ſhould teach wiſdom.” When 1 
attended to the aſſumed authority of his argument, my 


reverence was increaſed by the ſolemn appeal. When I 
beheld him clothed with the reſpectability of age, and 


the authority of God, I did not wonder at the boldneſs 


of his attack upon the Rev. Preſbytery of Glaſgow; and 
though I felt for the honour of that reſpectable body, I 


was more concerned for the intereſts of religion, which 


he ſuppoſed them to have injured not only by an indecent 
| or unſcriptural interference. _ | 
But, Sir, a very little reflection changed the ſcene; I 
was therefore glad to read in your next paper an addreſs 


from Senex ſecundus, ſo extending the arguments and 


enforcing the concluſions of the firſt old man, as might 


have fully convinced the careful reader of their proper 
nature and tendency. I confeſs, I was highly pleaſed 


with the pointed irony of this ſecond letter. But ap- 


prehenſive that the mind ſeriouſly impreſſed by the one, 


though a little relaxed by the ſatire of the other, might 
revert to the original influence of Senex primus, I 


thought, if no other ſoon appeared in this cauſe, it would 


be my duty to trouble you and the public with a more 
ſerious explanation of the texts to which we have been 


referred. 


I hope Rez will not be offended, if in the entry to 
this diſcuſſion I expreſs ſome ſuſpicion that his ultimate 
| pay is in favour of the abolition of the Slave Trade. 
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But whatever may be his deſign, many people think that 


by the ſtyle of his letter, and the effect of it on the Slave 
dealers and Slave holders and their friends, he has placed 


them in rather an uncommon and awkward attitude, by 


engaging their devotional regard to Divine authority. 
I ſhall however addreſs theſe converts where I find 
them. OR: 1 5 
Now that the African Slave Trade 1s ſo highly ſancti- 


fied, we may hope to ſee the dealers in it, henceforth 


diſtinguiſhed ſaints. Deriving ſupport to the traffic from 
Moſes and from Chriſt, they will certainly approve them- 


ſelves as their honeſt and conſiſtent diſciples—If they 
formerly diſbelieved or had doubts concerning the ſcrip- 


tures as a Divine Revelation, this new diſcovery cannot 
fail to produce full and permanent conviction that they 
contain the truth of God. They will have a reſpect to 
all his commands and all his ordinances—they will ſanctify 
his Sabbath and his name—they will be ſerious, careful 


readers of the Bible, devout in their cloſets and in their 


families, and be zealous advocates for chriſtian faith and 
morality.—To aſſiſt them in theſe noble purſuits to which 
your reſpected Senex hath had the honour of introducing. 

them, I beg leave to offer a ſhort comment on his quota» - 
tions, and then to add a few more for the increaſe of theig. - 


knowledge, and the farther direction of their conduQt. 


With reſpect to Leviticus xxv. 44, &c. $0u muſt ob. 


| ſerve the objects of the righteous indignation of the 


Almighty. HE denounced this punithment, and com» 
manded Ifracl to execute it. To apply this to the 
African Slave Trade, it muſt be proved that the wretched 


inhabitants of Africa, are the deſcendants of the very 


people who were originally ſubje&ed to that curſe, that 
it till lies upon them, aud that our Slave Merchants came in 
place of the Fewws, to execute the vengeance written. | This 
proof mult be clear and conclufive, or they muſt bring 


equally decifive evidence, that they have received a new 
divine commiſſion for that purpoſe. b 5 


There can be no doubt that the Judge of all the earth, 
who will at laſt puniſh all finally impenitent finners, may, 


when he pleaſes, condemn them alſo to temporal diſgrace, 


miſery, or ruin He hath often done this—He did it in 


the cafe referred to, Lev. xxv. 44.—and when he makes 


AY - 5 


* 
a ſimilar revelation of his will, it muſt be done again; 
then the inſtruments of vengeance muſt not ſpare, and the 
devoted ſinners muſt fall under the righteous avenging 
rod—In this ſenſe undoubtedly muſt we underftand the 
above penal ſtatute—it was neceſſary at the time, to the 
correction of impenitent offenders, and to the purity and 
preſervation of the particular Judaical ſyſtem of police 
and religton—it even ſeems to have been injoined only 
at the commencement of that ſyſtem; at any rate, its 
operation now muſt ceafe, unleſs Fudaiſm become again 
the eſtabliſhed religion, and Fews acquire the excluſive 

right of trading to Africaa. „F 


I 


Upon no other principle can we fairly interpret this 
ancient command; nor is the authority of God in the 
leaſt contradicted by the Preſbytery petitioning for the 
unqualified abohtion, &c. unleſs a temporary ſervitude 
infers perpetual bondage, or an occaſronal pofitive law, can 
invalidate the obligation of the vnchangeable rule of righte- 
 ouſneſs and morality; in the one view, we muſt plead the 
cauſe of Pharaoh againſt Iſrael, and inſiſt on his right to 
have detained them in Egypt, in the other view, we muſt 
alter the nature of things, the character of God, and the 
character of men. We muſt not only buy and ſell men to 
#nflave them for ever, but as Senex ſecundus hath ſhowed, 
ve muſt carry on war and ſlaughter even to the utter 
exterminatioh of people. "To illuſtrate this by another 
ſriking example, we muſt, beeauſe'thus faith the Lord 
to Abraham, Gen. xxii. 2. And he ſaid, Take now 
te thy ſon, thine only /n Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, and 
& get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there 
ec for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains which 
& J will tell thee of, beware of requiring the unguaizfied 
abolition of child-murder, or wherever there 1s a law to 
puniſh a crime, however ignominious, or cruel, or fatal, 
that mode of puniſhment may be, we muſt vie with one 
another about the honour of inflicting it. This is juſt as 
if men, zealous for the law, ſhould, when a poor criminal 
is condemned to be whipped or hanged, be ambitious to 
be employed as the executioners of juſtice. | | 
Having offered ſo much in explanation of Lev. xxv. 
44, Kc. I ſhall now beg your attention to ſome other 
 mjunQtions under the Moſaic Economy, which have leſs 


of Jewiſh peculiarity, nay, which are ſtrongly marked 
with the prominent features of permanent moral, ani 

therefore univerſal, obligation, Deut. x. 17, 18, and 19. 
For the Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord of 
« lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which 
4 regardeth not perſons, nor taketh reward. He doth 
v execute the judgment of the fatherleſs and widow, and 
& loveth the ſtranger, in giving him food and raiment. 
% Love ye therefore the ftranger, for ye were unte 
&« in the land of Egypt.” Lev. xix. 33, and 34. nd 
«if a ſtranger ſojourn with thee in your land, ye ſhall 
« not vex him. But the flranger that dwelleth with 

« you ſhall be unto you as one born among you, and 
« thou ſhalt love him as thyſelf; for ye were ſtrangers 
« in the land of Egypt: I am the Eord your God.“ 
Exod. xxiit. 9.;* Allo thou ſhalt not oppreſs a ſtranger; 
e for ye know the heart of a ſtranger, ſeeing ye were 
& ſtrangers in the land of Egypt.” Iſa. lviii. 6. © Is 
cc not this the faſt that I have choſen? to looſe the bands 
« of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy burdens, and. to let 
© the oppreſſed go free, and that ye break every yoke,” 
Jer. xxii. 13. «© Wo-unto him that buildeth his houſe 
&« by unrighteouſneſs, and his chambers by wrong; that 
c uſeth his neighbour's ſervant without wages, and giv- 


Sans 25 
r 
. ba * 


« eth him not for his work.” Amos viii. 4, 5 6, 7, 8, 


and 9. « Hear this, O ye that ſwallow up the needy, 

e even to make the poor of the land to fail. Saying, 
e when will the new-moon be gone, that we may ſell 
& corn? and the Sabbath, that we may ſet forth wheat, 
« making the epha ſwall, and the ſhekel great, and fal- 
ee ſifying the balance by deceit? That we may buy the 


© poor for filver, and the needy for a pair of ſhoes; yea, 


te and' ſell the refuſe of the wheat? The Lord hath ſworn _ 
by the excellency of Jacob, ſurely I will never forget 
any of their works. Shall not the land tremble for 
e this, and every one mourn that dwelleth therein? And 
it thall riſe up wholly as a flood; and it ſhall be caſt 
% out and drowned, as by the flood of Egypt. And it 
* ſhall come to paſs in that day, ſaith the Lord God, 
that I will cauſe the ſun to go down at noon, and 

„will darken the earth in the clear day.” Pſalm Ixii. 
10. © Truft not in oppreſſion, and become not vain in 


” 10 4 


robbery; if riches inereaſe, ſet not your heart upon 


5 


« them.” 


THUS SAITH THE LORD! 

From theſe paſſages it appears that when God gave a 
law to Iſrael, it contained Lindneſi and mercy, inconſiſtent 
with the exiſtence of involuntary ſervitude, and requir- 
ing, in all caſes, the tendereſt compaſſion, except when 
He himſelf declared perſons or people to have forfeited 
their liberty, ſpecifically deſcribing ſuch people, and 
giving preciſe directions accordingly. Theſe Scriptures 


ar every mark of a moral Jaw, and clearly point out 


the temper and conduct which ought to be invariably 


cultivated and purſued by men, unleſs a ſpecial di- 


vine call employ them in executing the judgments of 


God: this is perfectly agreeable to the deſign and ten- 


dency of the tenth Commandment, and of the whole 


ſecond table of the law. Job expreſſes his abhorrence 
of every oppolite ſentiment, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
ch. xxxi. 38, &c. Was there then any thing unworthy 
of the Eccleſiaſtic character, or contrary to the Divine 


authority, in the reſolutions and petition of the Preſby. 
tery of Glaſgow, for the unqualified Abolition of the 


African Slave Trade? . 5 
ERather than incroach farther on your Paper at preſent, 
beg a place in your next for fome obſervations upon the 
quotation made by Senex from the New 'Teſtament, 
| | V'!!! | 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
A FRIEND TO MANEIND. 


*% 


5 To the Editor of the Glaſgow Courier. 
. 5 


1 AM exceedingly pleaſed that you have found a cor 


_ reſpondent on the ſubje& of the Slave Trade, who 
neither overlooks the Scriptures, nor treats them with 
indignity, nor declines them as a ſtandard far determin- 
ing the controverſy, ” 


' 3 * 
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„ 
While A FaiEND ro MaxkInp continues ts write * 
like a Gentleman, and to'1eaſon fairly, his communica- 
tions ſhall receive every degree of attention that can be 
iven, by one who is convinced that a more full diſcuſſion 
of the ſubje& of the Slave Trade will have a happy in- 
fluence on the peace of ſociety, and may, in future, pre- 
vent thoſe eccentricities, which provoke the laughter of 
ſome, and demand the grief of others. 
At preſent I will trouble you with little more than a 
fair ſtatement of the point in controverſy. I ſaid, in a. 
former letter, that I would enter no further into the ſub- 
ject of the Slave Trade, „than to recommend modera- 
tion in ſentiment and expreſſion.” In order to this, 
a quotation was ſubjoined from Leviticus xxv. 44, &c. 
and contraſted with certain expreſſions employed by the 


| Preſbytery of Glaſgow, in their publiſhed reſolutions. _ | 
| - The public have a right to judge whether theſe ſenti- | 


ments and expreſſions were moderate; one of them 1s,. 
that this trade, which is to ſuffer unqualified "abolition, 3 
is „ deſtructive of EVERYT moral and religious obliga» | 
e tion. . on oC E 
Your correſpondent ſeems to admit that the paſſage in 1 
Leviticus was a „ ſtatute, a “e law,“ an * ancient come 
mand,” given by © the Almighty? to © Iſrael.” If this 
is admitted, any other qualities of penal, poſitive, and 
oOecaſional, may be annexed by your correſpondent at his | 
pleaſure. The queſtion is this, and no other; Whether 1 
it is a moderate ſentiment, and expreſſion, to fay of a 1 
law which, in any one place, or at any one period, was 1 
given by Gon to men, that it i: 8 1} 
and * deſtructive of Every moral and religious obliga- 4 
| « tion;” eſpecially, if it is admitted, that this law © was 1 
if « neceflary at the time ro the purity and preſerva- 3 


Ohligs 8 | 
When the moderation of this ſentiment and expreſſion 
is fully aſcertained, we may proceed to inquire whether 
this law was occaſional or not? Whether it authorizes a | 
temporary or a perpetual P. The text in Leviticus 


; 7 A tion of the particular Judaical”—+ religion.“ Here | 
f 18 a new example of mederation, that a divine law of 
; this deſcription ſhould be ſaid to be founded in cruelty 
ö and injuſtice - deſtructive of EVERY moral and religious | 


5 | . 
and the hiſtory of the Jews, as recorded by inſpired wri- 
ters, will clearly determine theſe points. It may, how- 
ever, be remembered by a Fzxiend ro Manxiwp, that 

it is quite vain, to ſay no more, to have recourſe to ge- 
neral exhortations, ſuch as he is pleaſed to employ, in 
oppoſition to particular enactments relating to the preciſe 
ſubject in queſtion, and that it would not be thought _ 
perfectly candid, to explain any other book in this way. 
When ſeveral other points are ſettled, we may perhaps 
inquire, What is meant by the equal rights of men? 
The Chriftian religion abſorbing all diſtinctions? And 
the Slave Trade being a hinderance to the propagation | 
of the Goſpel? if ſuch ſentiments are to be found in the N 
Preſbytery's reſolutions, approved of and publiſhed. by 
them? c . | | 


ä 


To the Editor of the Glaſgow Courier. 


OO 
18 Senex, by his quotation from the Old Teſtament, 


intended to put us on the ſearch for practical inſtruc-- 
tion, we have found, that, contrary to the firſt aſpect of 
His text, it is our duty to avoid every ſpecies of oppreſ- 5 
ion, to be the friends of mankind, and eſpecially to be 
kind and compaſſionate to ſtrangers. If he really de- 
_ figned what he infinuates by citing the Scriptures, we 
cannot but be deeply affected with it, as a ſtriking in- 
ſtance of the Old Man being transformed into an Angel 
of light, in order to deceive the ſimple, and beguile the - 
unwary. Let us learn from our Divine Maſter, how to 
oppoſe the infidious perverſe quotations of Scripture; 
the Devil, thus reſiſted, will: flee from us. 
hut ſtill, ſuppoſing Senex to have good intentions, let 
us examine his appeal to the New Teſtament—After 
quoting Matt. xviii. 23,—26. he aſks, 4+ was it the opi- 
% nion of the Saviour of the world, that if this king, to 
hom the kingdom of heaven is likened, had done 


* 


ny 


4 1 he 3 to be done, he would have 1 


« in a manner cruel and unjuſt, ſhocking to humanity, ſub» 
« verſive of the rights of mankind, and of every moral and 
« religious obligation? The Preſbytery of Glaſgow muſt 
&« ſay, that ſuch was the opinion of their n or op 


« muſt renounce their own.“ 
Now, Sir, attending juſt to the verſes 5 Query, 


What is parallel in this caſe to the African Slave Trade? 


Here is a maſter introduced, who found a ſervant deep 


in his debt, and inſolvent, and ordered him and his fa- 


mily, and property, to be ſold for the payment of his 
debt. Was it the opinion of the Saviour of the world, 
that it is ſinful to contract debt? that no ae 


buſineſs can be lawfully carried on, if credit is neceſlary ? 


or that our tranſactions are free from moral turpitude, 
or are venial evils, unleſs there 1s ſuch an accumulation 


of debt as amounts to ten thouſand talents? or did our 
Lord intend this definite ſum for an indefinite debt, and 


only connect puniſhment with inſolvency? If Senex will 
give the anſwer, to which theſe queſtions and his own 


ſtatement lead, I doubt if even his friends, the Slave 


Merchants, will abide by the deciſion, No er, how- 
ever, fiat juſtitia ruat cælum. | 

But are there no honeſt bankrupts? doen every failure | 
of ſolvency merit the ſtigma of ſlavery? mult every in- 
ſolvent debtor not only forfeit his own liberty, but in- 
volve his whole family in the diſgrace and miſery of bon- 
dage? Alas! in that caſe where ſhould we find priſons 


to contain them all? or how frequent would be the ex- 


changes of liberty and bondage? there would. be little 
occaſion to go to Africa for Slaves, there would be abun- 


dance of lawful ones at home; ſuch a bankrupt law would 


afford ample ſupply for the Plantations, and even Planters 
themſelves might occaſionally work under the yoke of their 
neighbours? _ 

But can our Lord be ſuppoſed. 1 to authorize am | 
theſe concluſions from innocent misfortune ? muſt not 
crime be imputed to the ſervant whoſe debt and puniſh= 
ment are here mentioned? And if this is allowed, if the 


man is become inſolvent by being a knave and a rogue, 


let the proved fraud and: villainy meet with condign pu- 


niſhment, Did the ee ever mean, by Petition 
| 6 


< 8 


* 


| "IT 


CY 


ing, &c. to ſtop the courſe of criminal law, or to coun 


3 the will of their Great Maſter concerning the 
emdyit of flagitious characters? Nothing but the moſt 


miſrepreſentation could connect their reſolutions | 


aud petition with ſuch an infamous deſign. When they 
aim at the protection of the innocent, are they to be 
parſed as ſcreening the guilty? Have the Africans in- 


d us? or do we never fend ſhips to their coaſts till 


heir Lords, as abuſed creditors, have informed us that 
they have thouſands of villainous debtors to diſpoſe of as 
flaves? or when we repair to their unhappy continent, 


do we enquire only for ſuch convicts? or ranſack their 


eee goals to drag the miſerable captives into a more 
ominious ſervitude? have our traders to Africa ſo 
Mile good to do in their own country? or are they ſo 
zealous of univerſal law and juſtice, that they are ſo ea- 
er to aid every African deſpot in the adminiſtration of 
uſtice, and rather than his will and law ſhould want their 
full effect, will engage as his executioners? But can any 


man who has informed himſelf upon the ſubject, hold up 


his face and ſay, that the importation of ſlaves depends 
upon the debts which they have contracted, or the crimes 
which they have committed? Never then let the opinion 


of the Saviour of the world be named as a ſanction to 


the capture, or even purchaſe of the innocent, becauſe 
he compared his kingdom to a oy” who commanded a 
convicted villain to be fold. 


But, Sir, this is not all; Senex hes either e | 


concealed, .or piouſly hoped that his readers would not at- 
tend to, the ſequel of the parable. T here, Sir, he knew, or 
.ought to have known, its full moral deſign. The King, 

after commanding the deſerved puniſhment, is addreſſed 


by the criminal. He hears, pities, and forgives him—are | 
there no cries for mercy on the African ſhores? but 1s 


there any anſwer of mercy?—the above condemned of- 
fender, who had experienced ſo much of the royal cle- 


mency, paid no attention to the ſupplication of a brother 
in iniquity, who was involved in his debt, and therefore 


as we read in the 34th verſe © his Lord was wroth, and 


« delivered him to the tormentors, till he ſhould pay all 


<« that was due unto him**—thus it appears that after 


eſcaping the puniſhment due to his former crimes, he was 


” E ; 
now entirely cs from mercy on account of the 

| hardneſs of his heart. Now if this, Sir, is the principle 
upon which he finally ſuffered, God have merey on the 
Slave Merchants! if they do not now ſeek, and find, and 

| Imitate, the divine goodnels: and merey, I tremble b 

their eternal fate! 8 
Faving followed Senex through the ſeveral tages dt „ 
the parable, I cannot leave it without obſerving, What 
he does or ſhould know, that our Lord's parables never 
were deſigned for literal explanation, or ſpiritual applica- 
tion in all their parts. Were it neceſſary, I might make 
many references to ſhow that a ſtrictly literal, or ſtudied 

| ſpiritual application of every part of a parable would 
produce ſuch contradictions, or ſuch vague unmeaning 
allegory and myſticiſm; as are altogether inconſiſtent with 
his character, and the evident deſign of his miniſtry. 
You will either find ſome occaſion for every parable, 
with which it is introduced, or it terminates in ſome 


| cConcluſion which mutt direct the reader how to explain 
1 the whole. Inattention to that object leaves us expoſed 
| to idle conjecture, and to all the e of the wildeſt 
| or moſt enthuſiaſtie fancy. | 
Were we to take an bed part of a parable as 
Senex has done, would we not conclude from Luke xvi. 
| 8. That it was the opinion of the Saviour of the world, 
that injuſtice was no moral evil, if the unjuſt man only 
| had prudence enough to extricate himſelf from the diffi- 
| _ culties iu which his iniquity had involved him, and that 
[buy ſuch a provident foreſight, he would ſhow himſelf ſu- 
1perior in wiſdom to the real chriſtian? Can any mortal 
L believe that our Lord would give ſuch a leſſon in mora- 
| lity? Would not a diſciple of Chriſt read the whole pa- 
| rable and learn with eaſe, that it was directed againſt _ 
covetouſneſs, and worldly mindedneſs, while it reproves 
the negligence and inconſiſtencies of chriſtian profeſſors 
in not following out their principles, as worldly people 
do theirs? So in this parable to which Senex has referred 
us, can we be at a loſs, if we proceed to the end of the 
LY chapter, to find that its direct aim is, againſt an unmer- 
HE ciful, cruel, and vindictive temper and conduct? In this 
view he could. not well have pitched upon a paſſage m 
the whole New Teſtament ſo completely {ubrerins* of 


1 
the Afcican Slave Trade, or ſo 'good an authority oj 
the Preſbytery declaring their utter abhorrence of ſuch a 
trade, as founded in 'cruelty and injuſtice, ſhocking to huma- 
dity, deſtructive of the rights and enjoyments w mankind, aud 
of every moral and religious obligation. 

I do not pretend to write in name, or by 3 os 
the Preſbytery, but as their declared ſentiments met with 
my entire approbation, and as I think them moſt unjuſtly 
attacked, or indirectly aided: by Senex, I could not reſiſt 
the 1mpulle, excited by his letter, to ſhow how much his 
quotations ferve their cauſe. If this was not his mean- 
ing, he muſt be in his dotage, or arrived at the weakneſs | 
of an old wife. But I Rill-wiſh to believe that he meant 
to be an indirect friend of the Preſbytery and 11 eee 8 
the poor Africans not excepted for 


THUS SATTH THE LORD, 


Natt. xxii. 37—41. „ Jeſus faith unto "OY Thou 
&« ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
&« with all thy foul, and with all thy mind. This is the 
& firſt and great commandment. And the ſecond is like 
e unto it, Chou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. On 

& theſe two commandments hang the Law and the Pro- 
% phets.” Matt. vii. 12. Therefore all things what- 
ce ſoever ye would that men ſhoald do to you, do ye even 
« fo to them; for this is the law and the prophets.” 
Rom. x1i1. 10. © Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” Luke x. 

25—38. And behold, a certain lawyer ſtood up, and 
te tempted him, ſaying, Maſter, what ſhall I do to inherit 
& eternal life? He ſaid unto him, what is written mn the 
6 law? how readeſt thou? And he anſwering, ſaid, thou 
& ſhalt- love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
«with all thy foul, and with all thy ſtrength, and with 
« all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thyſelf. And he 
« ſaid unto him, thou haſt anſwered right: this do, and 

„ thou ſhalt live. But he, willing to juſtify himſelf, ſaid 
© unto Jeſus, and who is my neighbour? And Jeſus 
tc anſwering, ſaid, a certain man went down from Jeru- 
ce ſalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who ſtripped 
« him of his raiment and wounded him, and departed; 


« leaving him half dead, And by chance. there came 


* 
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« down a certain prieſt that way,“ (perhaps ſuch a one 
as our Senex), and when he ſaw him he paſſed by on 
6 the other ſide. And likewiſe a Levite, when he was 
* at the place, came and looked on bim and paſſed by 
c on the other fide. But a certain Samaritan, as he 
< journeyed, came where he was: and when. he ſaw him, 
& he had compaſſion on him, and went to bim, and bound 
* up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and ſet him 
« on his own beaſt, and brought him to an inn, and took 
& care of him, and on the morrow, when he departed, he 
4 took out two pence, and gave them to the hoſt, and 
« ſaid unto him, take care of him; and whatCorows thbu 
e ſpendeſt more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 
Which now of theſe three thinkeſt thou was neighbour 
« unto. him, that fell among the thieves? And he ſaid, 
He that ſhewed mercy on him. Then ſaid Jeſus unto 
« him, go and do thou likewiſe.” Luke vi. 35—39. 
« But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
* hoping for nothing again: and your reward ſhall be 
great, and ye ſhall be the children of the Higheſt; for 
« he is kind unto the unthankful, and to the evil. Be 


ye therefore merciful, as your Father alſo is merciful. 


Judge not, and ye ſhall not be. judged: condemn.not, 
« and ye ſhall not be condemned: forgive, and ye ſhall 
«. be forgiven: give, and it ſhall be given unto you: good 
et meaſure preſſed down, and ſhaken together, and run- 
“ning over, ſhall men give into your boſom. For with 
« the ſame meaſure that ye mete withal, it ſhall be mea- 


. ſured to you again.“ James ii. 1 3. For he ſhall have 


ec judgment without mercy that hath ſhewed no mercy: 
and merey rejoiceth againſt. judgment.“ Matt. xxviii. 
19, 20. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptiz- 
« ing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 
-« the Holy Ghoſt; teaching them to obſerve all things 
es whatſoever-T have commanded you: and lo, I am with 
e you always to the end of the world.“ Rom. i. 14. 1 
c am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the eee 
4 both to the wiſe, and to the unwiſe.“ 
.: Theſe, Sir, are the true ſayings of God. Bleſſed i is be | 
that Keepeth them. If we know theſe things, happy are 
we if we do them. Whether Senex frowns, or Juvenis 


_ laughs, if the. Preſbytery i in all 2 adhere tte to 


Alas authority as in this inſtance, they have nothing to 
fear, they are founded upon a rock, againſt which the 
3 of of Hell can never prevail. I am, | 


Fol © A FRIEND ro MANKIND. 
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re Manxins bad: apt ſeen. my ſecond 
letter When his ſecond was publiſhed, he cannot be 
Z juſtly blamed for not attending to it; but I would be 
blamable, if I did not profit by my great age and expe- 
rience, at leaſt ſo far as to treat him with gentleneſs: I 
can remember the time, when, like him, I was warm and 
poſitive, and ſometimes, perhaps, went too far in judging 
the intentions of others; and I can remember too, that 
theſe things generally happened when I was in the wrong: 
"Now, perhaps, the ſtupidity of old-<vife-ifm-is miſtaken for 
patience, but if it is, it will furely meet with the huma- 
nity of a Friend to Mankind am prattling indeed, for 
what am I, or even. he, in compariſon of the ſubject we 
have undertaken to diſcuſs—it is of importance to man, 
and of importance to religion, and the Seriptures are 
admitted as the ſtandard for determining, what is truth. 
The parable in Matt. xvi. I have once more read over, 
and he who does not feel, muſt be old indeed; the con- 
cluſion is very remarkable—it is the key of the parable, 
„ 80 likewiſe ſhall my Heavenly FarHER do alſo unto. 
4e you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his 
4 brother their trefpaſſes.· No longer is it permitted 
to doubt who is repreſented by that king and lord who 
commanded this criminal debtor to be ſold, and his wife 
and children, and all that he had. — Shall it be conſidered 
as a conceſſion, that ſuſice may condemn a criminal with 
his family to be ſold? it is too great to be accepted im- 
mediately, it is all that is contended for, it is the preciſe, 
and only foundation of a lawful Slave Trade —and, if it 
is granted, it is no longer true, that this trade is founded 
in cruelty and infuſtice, and ought to ſubmit to a complete 
and wnqualified Abolition, as deſtructive of * moral 


and ka obligation. Before the conf A 


ſecond been which, in that caſe, may be alterw | 


* 


this conceſſion are traced, an opportunity mult be: -giyen, . 
to explain the extent of i it, or to reſt in the words he 


conſidered. 


In the mean time, A Friend to Mankind, and a reader 1 


of the ſcriptures ſurely knows that there is an apoſtolical 


and inſpired epiſtle, written on this ſubje@, and chiefly in- 
tended to throw light upon it. It is the epiſtle of Paul 


to Philemon, ſent from Rome, by Oneſimus a ſervant.— 


This Philemon was certainly a chriſtian, the apoſtle calls 


him a beloved brother, and fellow labourer; in him was 


every good thing in Chriſt Jeſus—his faith and love are 


celebrated with juſt encomwum—the apoſtle had great joy 
and conſolation in his love—he was juft ſuch, as I hope 
A Friend to Mankind will be, when he becomes a little 
older—And yet this man had a ſlave - notwithſtanding 


all the attainments of Philemon, his ſlave was not manu- 


mitted, nor did the apoſtle conſider the retaining of him 
as an object of abhorrence, deſtruRtive of every moral and 
religious obligation, founded in cruelty and. injuſtice— 
The flave run away from his maſter, he went to Rome— 


he became a chriſtian—he went to Paul, when he was a 


priſoner, and had occaſion for his ſervice. Though Paul 
had the ſtrongeſt reaſons to believe, that his hiked bro- 
ther Philemon would not have refuſed the miniſtrations 
of his ſervant Oneſimus, to him in his bonds, yet Paul's 
religion, and his principles of morality, would not permit 
him to retain Oneſimus he does not ſuppoſe or believe 
that he was become a freeman by becoming a chriſtian, 


any more than he ſuppoſes or believes that Philemon was 


obliged by his religion to give liberty to Oneſimus. Paul 
ſends back this ſlave to his maſter though both were 
chriſtians, without the expreſs conſent of Philemon be 
would not even retain him to miniſter to himſelf in 


bonds He exhorts Philemon to give him a kind recep- 
tion, not now as a ſervant, but above a ſervant, a brother 


beloved Vet ſtill he ſuppoſes Philemon's property to 
remain entire, and the liberty of Oneſimus to ariſe from 
his maſter's generafity— All the circumftances of the ſcaſe 
conſidered, Paul thought he might be much too bold in 
Chrilt to enjoin the manumiſſion of Duel as a thing 
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convenient, but not neceſſary, for he would not have this 


begnefit to be conferred “ as it were of necęſſity but wil- - 
 Hogly”—and having referred the matter to the generoſity 


of his friend, be doubts not of his doing more than Paul 
had ſaid. 

But, if it ſhould be otherwiſe, if Philemon was to inſiſt ü 
on all his rights, Paul returns Oneſimus to his maſter, 

with new principles, which would preſerve him in future 
from deſerting his ſtation, and his maſter would © receive 
bim for ever,” and if he owed, or had lee, Fe his 
= rp Paul becomes bound to pay it. 

*Here we may trace the true ſpirit of the Goſpel with - 
wed to flavery—it is mild and gentle, entirely free of 
that ferocious ſpirit of liberty, which marks the latter 
times. Paul's humanity is not ſhocked—he does not con- 
ſider Slavery as deſtructive of every moral and religious 
obligation On the contrary, we may ſuppoſe him ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to Oneſimus in theſe words, Art thou 

ee called, being a ſervant, care not fur it, but if thou mayeſt 
sc be made free, uſe it rather”? — By one Spirit we are 
all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, 
4 Bond or free, and have been all made to drink into one 
«© Spirit“ te Ve are all the children of God by faith in 
t Chriſt Jeſus“— % whether bond or free“ for ye are 
46 all one in Chriſt Jeſus” And if ye be Chriſt's, then 
« are ye Abraham's ſeed, and heirs ng to the pro 
ct miſe? —« Servants be obedient to your matters accord- 
« ing to the fleſh, with fear and trembling, in ſingleneſs 
« of heart, as unto Chriſt; not with-eye- ſervice, as men 
44 pleaſers, but as the ſervants of Chriſt doing the wiLL or 
«© Gop from the heart, with good will doing ſervice as 
« to the Lord and not unto men. Knowing that what- 
&« ſoever good any man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of 
ee the Lord whether he be bond or free.” 
- Hereis true friend{hip to mankind—<great and che nien 
benevolence without abſorbing all diſtinctions —here are 

bond and free without any complete and anqualified 875 
lition of the ane, or of the other, claſs of men. 

Tf a Friend to Mankind -fhall be pleaſed to ſay $12 
theſe texts are maliciouſly applied he will judge of his 
right to do fo, and if he thinks it good —ſo far as Senex 
15 concerned, ne 18 welcome to the uſe of ſuch language. 


SENEX. 


1 
To the 2 N28 7 the 2 Courier 


if I — 1 1 1 Gris. ] 16th April... 


Y the firft letter from Senex, the public attention 

was directed to the Seriptures as authorizing the 
Slave Trade, which the Preſbytery of Glaſgow had con- 
demned. I thought it my duty to examine the paſſages 
to which he referred us; and to compare them with 
others; I was convinced and endeavoured to convince 
my fellow-citizens that Senex had miſapplied them. He 
has reſumed his appeal to the public by ſeveral animad- 
verſions on my letters, but without entering fairly” into 


* 


the argument, or attempting to overtlirow ny interpre> 


tation, or the principles on which it reſts. Neither does 


he offer any diſcuſſion of the texts which I have quoted; 
to ſhow how confiftent they are with his ideas, or how 


inconſiſtent with mine. Inſtead of doing any of theſe 


things which was his duty, if he reſumed the ſubject at 
all, he aſks ſome more queſtions, and then opens à new 
and wide field of controverſy. I have neither time nor 
Intlination to follow him in all theſe rambling excurſions, 
nor ſhall I willingly vex him or myſelf with extraneous 
matter.— But I ſhall plainly tell him, and tell the public; 
that he has miſtated the queſtion; miſrepreſented the 


Preſbytery and ano and ere Mor e bis own fa- 


vourite object. ff $443 © 
In his letter of April 3d, he prbrnſſes:s ea ir ſtate- 
ment of the point in controverſy,” and accordingly 


nialtifains,” that „ the queſtion is this and no other, whe-. 


ether it is a moderate ſentiment and expreſſion to ſay' of 


TH law, which' in any one place, or at any one period, 


ce was given by God to men, that it is cruel and unjuſt; 
&« ſhocking to humanity, ſubverſive of the rights of man- 
& kind, and deſtructive of every moral and religious obli- 
« pation; eſpecially, if it is admitted, that this law was 


* neceſſary at the time to the purity and preſervation of 


"Tn particular Judaical religion.” Thus faith Senex! 
Now, Sir, is this a fair ſtatement of the point in con- 
troverſy:— I can ſcarcely believe that any perſon except 
Senex himſelf, could ſtate the queſtion in this form, and 
with this meaning. Did the e ever . 
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publiſh, ſuch a ſentiment as is here ſuppoſed?—Did I ever 
' write or ſpeak a word capable of ſuch a conſtruction 
had we been guilty of a declaration of this nature and 
tendency, Senex muſt have a very moderate degree of zeal 
for God and his authority, to impute ſuch language to 
us, and only blame us for a want of moderation .of ſenti- 
ment, and expręſſion. 

If Senex believed in his heart, what he alledges againſt 
us, he ought to proſecute the criminal Preſbytery; or, if 
afraid to engage with fo great a body, he ſhould certainly 
not ſpare me; if he can find me out, he ſhould inſtantly 
bring me before the proper court, and not ſtop, till he 
proves me to be an enemy to mankind, to God, and to reve- 
lation. But perhaps the dark ſcheme of aſſaſſination, is 
more conſiſtent with moderation of ſentiment, than a legal 
proſecution of offenders however well founded. Perhaps 
the love of moderation too might be the pure motive for 
arraigning the Preſbytery of Glaſgow, rather than the 
many other Ecclefiaſtical courts, or ſocieties, or indivi- 
duals, who had expreſſed the very fame, or fimilar ſenti. 
ments. Charity begins at home, therefore, his firſt love 
muſt act upon this Preſbytery as compoſed of men ignooꝰ 
rant of their Bibles, and ſo oppoſed to the authority of 
God, as to pronounce his laws ſubverfive of every moral 
and religious obligation. Here is candour and fairneſs of 
| ſtatement! here is a new example of moderation! here is 
a new inſtance of that amiable gentleneſs, with which he 
hath learned from his great age and experience to treat 
a reſpectable Preſbytery, to hold up the miniſters of re- 

ligion to their people, and to correct a warm poſitive 

young man! If Senex ſhall be pleaſed to make this uſe 
of the word of God, and preſent this to us as a chaſtened 
reQified temper of mind, * he will judge of his right to 
« do fo,” and if he thinks it good, a Friend to Mankind 
muſt look to ſome other pattern of moderation. The 
public too have a right to judge, and will judge, whether 
theſe ſentiments and — tons are moderate. 

After ſuch a ſpecimen of tender mercy, I ſhall venture 
to ſuggeſt what occurs to me, as the only poſſible oeca- 
ſion of the miſtatement of the queſtion by Senex, or 
excuſe for ſuch a violent (perhaps I ſhould ſay moderate) 
miſrepreſeutation of the Preſbytery, It is this, that con- 


CW 13 
fidering the command in Leviticus, requiring or permit- 
ting the Ifraclites to make Slaves, and conſidering the 
Preſbytery as declaring in ſtrong, poſitive, and harſh 
terms againſt Slavery, Senex thought himſelf warranted 
to transfer the Preſbytery's opinion upon the ad once 
allowed by the divine law, to the /aw itſelf. In this 
concluſion Senex might have been ſupported, had he efta- | 
bliſhed a' clear and indiſputable prodf of the juſt application of | 
the law to the caſe denounced by the Preſbytery. 4 1M 
This is the moſt favourable view which I can take of 1 
the ſtrong repreſentation made by Senex. But here | 
again the point in controverſy is either entirely miſun- 
derſtood, or miſrepreſented. The queſtion at iſſue is not 
concerning undefined ſlavery. Did the Preſbytery, in 
their reſolutions, or did I, in offering my humble de- 
fence, mention any other than the African Slave Trade? 
Is it not perfectly underſtood by every informed, unbis 
aſſed mind, that hie, and this alone is the ſpecies of traffic 
we reprobate, and ſeek to have aboliſhed immediately and 
for ever? Need I inform Senex, or the public, concern- 
ing the nature of that Trade? They know, by a body of 
uncontroverted publiſhed evidence, that Britons go to 
Africa, and, by fraud and violence, bring off its unof- 
fending inhabitants to an involuntary and cruel bondage. 
Need I relate the various modes of cruelty, by which 
they are ſeized, conducted to our ſhips, treated on their 
paſſage, and fold in our Iſlands. This, and this alone, is 
the Trade which we are ſo bold to deprecate and con- 
demn. Either the account which we have received muſt 
be diſproved, or ſoft language on ſuch a ſubje& would be 
a reproach to every moral ſenſibility. „„ on 
The fair queſtion, therefore, 'is this, and no other, 
whether it is an immoderate ſentiment and expreſſion to ſay, 
of the African Slave Trade, upon the evidence before us, 
that it is cruel and unjuſt, and deftrufive to every moral 
and religious obligation? Or, if you pleaſe, is the law in 
Leviticus, or any other in the word of God, a divine 
authority for a trade. ſo conducted? or, will Senex ſhow 
us a divine law addreſſed to Britons, ordering their courſe 
to Africa, rather than to any other quarter of the globe, 
and authorizing all their tranſactions on its unhappy © 
ſhores, which is not an equal authority to Africans, or any 
other people, to come among ſt us upon the very ſame buſineſs. 


* 
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Let us keep cloſe, Sir, to this view of the ſubject, and 
will not every man ſee a very wide difference bet wixt con- 
demning a law, or its legal operations, and condemning 
conduct however ſimilar, or even materially the ſame, 
when unauthorized and contrary to law. All the rites 


and facrifices peculiar to the Moſaic: economy, were 


righteous, good, and neceſſary obſervances in Iſrael; is 
it, therefore, fair to ſay, that I impugn the high. authority 


which inſtituted them, if I ſhould now declare theſe to be 


wnlawful and ſinful in the chriſtian church? becauſe the 
toning Achan to death was the 5 conſequence of a juſt 
ſentence, and neceffary to preſerve the purity of the Ju- 

daical religion, muſt I not condemn the Jews, when, 
without law, without trial, and contrary to all juſtice and 


mercy, they ſtoned Stephen to death? dare we not apply 
the epithets of cruelty and injuſtice to the infamous act of 
perſecution without being liable to the charge of violat- 


ing a divine law? The deed was the ſame in both caſes, 
but the ſanRion of law in the one, can never be pled as 


a juſtification in the other. Public juſtice and private 


revenge are very different and oppoſite things; the effects 
may be preciſely the ſame, and yet the action of the one 
is legal, of the other, is an iniquity that may be puniſhed 
by the Judge, and condemned by the publie. It is not 
therefore, by the matter of an action, but its relation to 
law, that we are to judge of its merit or demerit. 
We can never, impartially, examine or decide upon a- 
ny fact, unleſs there is a plain and faithful application of 
the lar to that fact. Let Senex make this application of 
the law to the caſe before the Preſbytery if he can; then 
he may hope to ſee their temper, and language, and man- 
ners reformed to his ſatisfaction. If he can extend the 


law zo the gſtabliſbment of a general right of depredation, 1 ſhall 


not ſay, how many might compliment his ingenuity— 
he avould at leaſt be entitled to particulur thanks from the Dey 
of Algiers, and the emperor of Morocco. It may, however, 
be remembered by Senex, that it is vain, to ſay no more, 
to have recourſe to a particular law, ſuch as he is pleaſed 


to employ in oppoſition to general and particular decla- 


rations, commands and inſtructions; relating to the fun- 
damental principles of the preciſe ſubject in queſtion, and 
« that it would not be FG F candid to ex- 


„ 25. 
plain any other book iu this way:“ though, I think, I 
ſtated the ſubject of debate in the very ſame point of view, 


as now, and in a manner ſufficiently plain, yet I would 
not grudge this farther explanation, if I might hope that 
this would lead Senex to judge of the Preſbytery and o- 
| thers of the ſame mind, with more candour and modera- 


ter, ſome approach to this amicable iſſue, where ſuppoſing 
a conceſſion on my ſide, it comes more fully from his; 
he allows that crime is the only foundation of a lawful 
Slave Trade. — Now, this is juſt the principle, Sir, upon 
which I have proceeded all along; —it is for this ver 


reaſon that we have teſtified againſt the African Slave 
Trade as unlawful ;—becauſe the Africans have commit- 


ted no crimes of which we are legal judges, or have a 
right to puniſh, any more than they are judges of, and 
might puniſh, our crimes, we declare the African Trade, 


to be as cruel and unjuſt, as we. would think a ſimilar | 


trade carried on by them in our iſland. i 

With reſpect to the Slaves in our iſlands, I ſay nothing. 
I dare not wiſh an immediate unqualified abolition of 
their ſervitude, nor can I paſs the ſame unqualified cen- 
ſure upon that ſervitude as upon the other Trade—the 


Abolition of the latter would probably meliorate the for- 


mer.—TI hope our Planters and Legiſlators will unite their 
wiſdom and humanity to regulate and moderate their 
bondage to inſtruct them and make them happy—to 
give them the knowledge of ſalvation and eternal life 


then, Sir, inſtead of inculcating the doctrine unjuſtly im- 


puted to us, to ſpread diſcontents and excite tumults, diſ- 
obedience, and inſurrections, I would addreſs them, Sir, 
in the words quoted by Senex, “ Art thou called being a 
4 ſervant, care not for it; but, if thou mayeſt be made 
* free, uſe it rather “ By one Spirit we are all baptized 


te into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, bond or free, 


and have been all made to drink into one Spirit“ Ye 
e are all the children of God, by faith in Chrift Jeſus, 
whether bond or free“ for ye are all one in Chriſt 


Perhaps, when Senex and I come to look more cloſely 
at the narrow point of controverſy, we may, likewiſe, be. - 
brought to look one another in the face with leſs ſuſpi- 
cion or anger, I obſerve, with pleaſure, in his laſt let- 
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. Jeſus”? 4e And if ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abra- 
e ham's ſeed, and heirs according to the promiſe” Ser- 
< vants be obedient to your maſters, according to the fleſh, 
4 Fith fear and trembling, in ſingleneſs of heart as unto 
« Chriſt; not with eye ſervice as men pleaſers, but as 
« the ſervants of Chriſt, doing the will of God, from the 
« heart, with goodwill doing ſervice as to the 1058, and 
tc not unto men, knowing, that whatſoever good any 
© man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, wwhc- 
« ther he be bond: or free. — Then I would turn to the 
maſters and exhort them © to give unto their ſervants that 
& which is juſt and equal, forbearing threatening, remem- 
« bering that they have a maſter in heaven.“ I would 
beſeech them to look on every Chriſtian ſervant or ſlave, | 
as Paul the aged directed the worthy Philemon to receive 
Oneſimus, not now as a ſervant, but above a ſervant, a 
„ brother beloved, in the Lord.” | 
Shall I hope that Senex and I have now met. I am 
not his enemy.—T wiſh, and would rejoice, to ſee him in 
all the perfection of character which he profeſſes. I wiſh 
well to our weft India Planters—may they proſper in all 
their lawful purſuits—may their ſervants be happy under 
them, and may their confidence be mutual—inftead of 
rapine, and plunder, may peace, and truth, and friend- 
ſhip, bleſs the African continent—may Britons be long 
free, and proſperous, and good, under our gracious So- 
vereign, and noble conſtitution may men live, and love, | 
. HE men and Chriſtians over all the world. —I am, 


A FRIEND TO MANKIND, 


1 
The Editor cannot help annexing the . following Note, taken 


from the Rev. Mr. GisBokne's Remarks reſpecting the 


Abolition of the Slave Trade, lately publiſhed. 


: « ] Canwor refrain from making a few ſhort remarks 1 
in this place, although they are not required by my pre- 


ſent line of argument, on the blind ignorance, not to ſay 


the bold impiety, of thoſe who have preſumed to aſſert, 
that the Scriptures ſanction the Slave Trade. That the 


Scriptures permit the exiſtence, under certain circum- 
ſtances, of the ſtate of Slavery; and that the Supreme 
Being promulgated laws to the Jews reſpecting the pro- 
per mode of treating thoſe who, for their crimes, by their 
own conſent, or for debt, had been brought into it, I 


readily allow. But if any man will yet dare to affirm, 


that, in plain contradiction to the acknowledged attri- 
butes of the Deity, any ſanction is given in the Old 


Teſtament to thoſe who reduce men to ſlavery by force 


or fraud, let him bluſh when he reads the following lines: 


« He that ſtealeth a man and ſelleth him, or if he be 


6 found in his hand, he ſhall ſurely be put to death,” 
Exod. xxi. 16. I hope ere long to ſee a Britiſh Act of 


Parliament ena& the ſame penalty for the ſame crime; 
and not forget thoſe who either in Africa or the Welt 


Indies ſhall buy men who have been ſtolen. Again: 
If a man be found ſtealing any of his brethren of the 
« children of Iſrael, and maketh merchandiſe of him, or 


« ſelleth him, then that thief ſhall die; and thou ſhalt 


44 put away evil from among you,“ Deut. xxiv. 7. This 


latter paſſage only relates to the ſtealing or ſelling of a 


Jew by a brother Jew. But Chriſt, we know, has com- 
3 us to conſider and treat all mankind as our bre- 
HEN. SES 


If any one aſk what particular light the New Teſta- 
ment throws on the Slave Trade, in addition to the con- 
cluſions to be drawn from its general precepts, he may _ 


conſult the ninth and tenth verſes of the firſt chapter of 


the firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, and obſerve the deſcription 
ok perſons with whom &« man-ſtealers” are claſſed by 


St. Paul.“ 


THE END. 
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